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Zvonareva (top right) lost the first set to three-time champion Serena Williams before serving out the match Belarus's Vera
Zvonareva has been given a wildcard entry into the US Open. The 25-year-old's ranking of 39 makes her the lowest seed at

Flushing Meadows since the 2001 tournament. The WTA official has confirmed Zvonareva "will be a wildcard entry" and is
expected to make her Grand Slam debut. "This is the way we want to go," Zvonareva's former coach Igor Kunitsyn, who now
coaches top 30 player Klara Zakopalova, told BBC Sport. "No-one is going to put up much of a fight. A wild card will give us

the access to the main draw." An official at the US Open said Zvonareva had been included in a "comprehensive" wildcard tour
- which includes those who have not qualified for the main draw - because the player "made their team a priority". She has had a

successful season, finishing runner-up at Montreal and Roland Garros before winning her third WTA title in Sofia. "It will be
very tough, but I've trained well for Grand Slam tournaments," Zvonareva said. The Russian's biggest obstacle will be Serena

Williams, the three-times winner at the US Open. The pair played each other in 2004, when Zvonareva, who was 16, lost in the
third round. Four years later, Zvonareva beat Williams to win the French Open final, and last year they played each other at the

French Open. Williams' age and her status as defending champion makes her the favourite 3e33713323
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