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that her mother and stepfather in Maryland are about to be evicted from their home. But Mary will be the to restore her mother's good name and find a way to keep her family together in the process. Publisher's Summary From the author of The Girl from Everywhere comes a stunning new novel about a girl who is just starting out in the world - and about a man who gets in her way. Lauren Farrell - she's just a
girl. Her grandmother says she'll be a beautiful woman someday. Her mother thinks she's a little too fat to marry. Her stepfather thinks she's too good for him. Lauren's family lives in a small Massachusetts town, surrounded by farmland and grand houses. It's a comfortable place, but nothing about it ever seems real, and Lauren is desperately lonely. She's a fierce reader, but without the right books, she has no
friends. Her mother's ideas of a man are based on Princess Diana, her stepfather is afraid of things that other people aren't, and Lauren's only true friend is her dog, Huckleberry. But when she meets a boy named Brendan, Lauren discovers a world that is different from the one she knows. It's a world she could never have imagined, where magic and power exist, where life is full of danger, and where ordinary
people - like her - can become heroes. When Lauren meets her new friends, she learns that there are consequences to becoming a hero. What the Critics Say "Carroll manages to blend action, humor, and romance in a surprising, satisfying fashion." (Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review) "Carroll's confident and entertaining voice will please readers of all ages." (Booklist, Starred Review) "Readers will be enchanted
by the unexpected twists and turns in Carroll's dramatic story, while its rich historical
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