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The course is taught to first-year ESL students, who then are expected to teach it to their peers at the University level. Students gain 3 points per minute for participation and 6 points per minute for proficiency in the lessons. In the 2011–2012 school year, the instructional time for each language class totaled 10 hours per week. Within these 10 hours, students received 10 minutes of homework time outside the classroom each week.
The 10-hour schedule for the course was designed to balance linguistic content and grammar skills with language pedagogy. The learning environment included an instructor and an assistant, and the role of the assistant was to follow-up with student exercises and reflections during class, homework, and after school. The instructional classroom was staffed with an instructor and assistant who worked at the table together as a team. The assistant

observed and followed up on student activities such as writing responses, engaging in discussions, and completing homework. An example of a homework assignment was to write a letter to a friend (a letter exercise) or to discuss the meaning of “bachelor” in the context of several passages that focused on the contrast between degrees earned and degrees desired (a discourse exercise). After each lesson, the assistant compiled an assessment
check list (e.g., "What did you learn in this lesson?" "Did you understand the concept/meaning of the vocabulary") for the instructor. Concerning student interaction and communication, language classes were primarily peer-taught. Instructors not only led discussions during class but also solicited feedback from students as well as directed the activities of the assistant. The instructor incorporated the language content during discussion but
allowed students to take the lead as often as possible. In general, students were expected to work on the activity independently and then discuss their results with the instructor after class. The instructor also actively encouraged students to participate in activities and read materials outside of class. In addition to the syllabus, a list of class activities was posted at the entrance of the classroom and also displayed on the classroom door. In the

language courses, students are taught the target language using a variety of techniques that include immersion, interactional and language skill, and communicative and academic language learning . Each unit includes four lessons, each of which is 30 to 45 minutes long. The lessons are grouped together based on themes related to a particular concept. Lessons begin with the linguistic model of the target language, followed by vocabulary (word
learning), grammar (grammaticality), and
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