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Dr. . Clarkson.. Mac. . See alsoChina has taken two partial steps toward military intervention in the South China Sea, building an airstrip on disputed land in the Paracel Islands and conducting sea trials for a missile system that will potentially be able to hold what it calls “targeted strikes” beyond Chinese waters. According to a story today in the Washington Post, the
Supreme Court is likely to hear arguments in April challenging President Barack Obama’s executive order blocking federal contractors from doing business in Cuba. And while the administration is close to determining how the court will rule in upholding the order, the administration’s take on the issue is raising some eyebrows around Washington. The U.S. National
Security Council said the Cuba policy, which denies visas and freezes assets for anyone involved in human rights abuses or pro-democracy activities, is wrongheaded. The president’s Cuba policy is “unwise and ill-advised,” said NSC spokesman Ian Kelly. “It is also contrary to the values that underlie our own national interests in the region.” Few people believe that China
will risk confrontation with the U.S. by challenging the Obama administration over the Cuba policy. Certainly not Obama. And China knows it can count on the United States, at least for now, to not use force against it if it goes too far in claiming rights in the South China Sea. But the development shows just how brittle and unpredictable a situation the U.S. has helped
create in the South China Sea. Kelly’s comments, coming just ahead of what is expected to be a major escalation of a trade dispute between China and the U.S., underscored just how flimsy the Obama administration’s efforts to pressure China over trade have been. China’s action to build an airfield has been relatively low key, and the new high-speed missile system has
been seen as little more than a military test to deter U.S. ships from sailing near China’s man-made islands in the South China Sea. But the Obama administration’s refusal to ease off on the Cuba issue is getting embarrassing for its allies, and it’s prompting China to consider actions that, even in the short term, have a high risk of clashing with the U.S. China’s actions to build
a new airfield, on Subi ba244e880a
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