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United States, China and Japan agreed Monday to work on the

denuclearization of North Korea by the end of the year and will hold more
talks in the coming weeks to help develop a "roadmap" on the matter, a

senior Japanese government official said Tuesday. "We have confirmed (the
agreement) in our bilateral talks with the U.S. and China," said the official,

who attended the talks that occurred last week in the Chinese capital, Beijing.
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The three countries, the official said, will begin working on a roadmap for
the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, but the date of its completion
is not known. The official spoke on condition of anonymity, saying the talks

were still ongoing. The announcement of the roadmap is a major
achievement in U.S.-China-Japan-North Korea talks that have been going on
for more than a year. After the meeting in Beijing, U.S. Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton and Chinese State Councilor Dai Bingguo issued a joint
statement saying the three countries "reaffirmed their common commitment
to continue to work together on continued diplomatic and security efforts to

achieve peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula, and expressed their
respective support for the six-party talks, and for the goal of achieving

complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization of North Korea." The
United States and China are the strongest supporters of the six-party talks,

which include
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